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TELECON 

BALL 

YOST 

November 17, 1965 9:15 a.m. 

Ball called to say that we are doing our best to sort 
this UThant business out and asked if Adlai Stevenson's 
file of telecons was available as there is no record of 
telecons with Rusk. Yost said he has tried to find some- 
thing and has not yet been able to do so. Ball asked to 
be notified as he is trying to sort out this for the 
President and suggested Yost look in files through January. 

Ball said our records indicate UThant did not come to 
Stevenson until late November. Yost said he was not sure 
but could check with UThant. Ball recounted chronology 
starting with August 1964 — U Thant visited Rangoon and 
won Ne Win approval for secret US-DRV talks in Rangoon. 

Early September U Thant requested Soviets at UN to query 
Hanoi on willingness to meet US in Rangoon. In late November 
U Thant told Stevenson he was holding up information pending 
US elections so as to permit more relaxed atmosphere for 
consideration of proposal. Yost said up to that point he 
gathered it was taken up with U Thant and Stevenson. Ball 
then said late in November Stevenson got a hold of Rusk 
and Rusk was fairly negative on that. In late December 
U Thant asked Stevenson about our response to proposal and 
Stevenson said he replied it was receiving serious consider- 
ation. Then Stevenson called Rusk and said he conveyed noth- 
ing to U Thant beyond "serious consideration" and Rusk was 
still unwilling to give go ahead. Yost said he would check 
point as to when U Thant first raised matter with Stevenson. 
Ball asked him to check as to how many conversations there 
were. Ball said his impression was that there were two - 
first when he told him and later when he followed it up ask- 
ing for response and only two between Stevenson and Rusk - 
first in November and second when he said U Thant had queried 
him about it. Ball then said after U Thant's press conference 
it got active again. 

Yost said he would call Ball later. 
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